
  
Ontario Urban Forests ~ Scrapbook II: 
Growing Interest and Concern by Willem 
Morsink is a detailed look at the history of land 
use as it has affected the province’s forests from 
pre-settlement through to the impact of 
urbanization. The role of individuals and 
organizations in shaping the concept of urban 
forestry is shown as a response to the health 
problems of urban trees in the face of 
environmental stresses, development, and 
threats from introduced tree pests. The author, 
who was involved in the development of the 
Ontario Urban Forest Council, outlines the 
importance of the OUFC in addressing current 
urban forestry issues, including those related to 
economic, environmental, social, and public 
health benefits, and proposes strategies that can 
be undertaken by forestry professionals, grass-
roots volunteers, and all levels of government.  

The Scrapbook also includes significant contributions by Rod Seabrook on "Trees 
Thunder Bay", Jack Radecki on "A Private Model Urban Forest" in Toronto, John Hall of 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and Toronto Urban Forester Richard Ubbens on 
"Asian Long-horned Beetle", and Shelley Vescio on her experience as Thunder Bay's 
City Forester. 
   
Morsink’s observation that the major issue we face as urbanites is “our survival as 
persons fit to live with and our urban environment as a place which is fit for us to 
live in” is supported by accounts of the ways in which the actions of urban forest 
interest groups have a positive impact on the changing urban environment.  
   
Copies are available for $25 ($20 + $5 postage and handling) from:  
   
Ontario Urban Forest Council,  
1523 Warden Avenue, Units 23/25,  
Toronto ON, M1R 4Z8  
Attention: Jack Radecki, Executive Director  
tel. 416-936-6735  
fax 416-291-9584  
e-mail jradec@MountPleasantGroup.com    
   
or from:  
   
Willem Morsink,  
37 Holcolm Road,  
Toronto, On M2N 2C8  

Please make cheques payable to Ontario Urban Forest Council 
  
Copies are also available for purchase at Shop TBG, the gift shop of the Toronto 
Botanical Garden.  
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