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Temperate forestground the world cover a large range of climatiteand speciesanditions. In

Europe currently about 26% of the total area in the temperate zone is covered by often fragmented
forests. AVirgino or pri meval t empelasenge f o1
continuoushuman use of forests and due to high hanpopulation densities.Coniferous,
broadleaved or mixed forests occur depending on the histories asf $ite various areas.

European beech is an important latecessional tree speciesa swath of Europe where rainfall
and the water balance tife soil are able to supply its transpiration needs during the suamder
the winters are not too coldWhere life conditions are suitable, European beech tends to an
absolute dominance. Thus, natural European beech forests araloftesipure stands fothis
single species Nevertheless they display an enormous spectrunmiobrity associates and
different plant (and related animal) associations below their candpigthermore, biodiversity is

a multidimensional concept antharacteristicssuch as he diversity in habitat structurand
Ainat uralsbd meedsosheé considered.

In 200(,bLUNESCO6s World Heritage Committee recoghni
Carpathians (Slovakia and Ukraine) as a transnational serial natural area of 1@®dquecls

totaling more than29,000 hectaregxcluding buffer zones and connecting corridorghis was

cited as an outstanding example of complex temperate forests exhibiting the most complete
ecological patterns and processes of pure stands of Earbpeah.The biodiversity is not linked

to a single forest typebut to many different and varying associations. The area contains 123
documented forest associations and major forest typesdad¢beech at lower elevations to-fir
beechspruce at higheglevations. It contains the largest and tallest beech specimens in the world,
reaching a amazingheight of &% metresand all the necessary elements essential for thet&ny
conservation of the various beech forest types and their associated et@agieasedt was the
consensus of a number of experts that the best remnants of beech forests are situated here.
Although not the only remaining undisturbed beech forests, these are the best of the last

The recogni zed si t e slfoestsethattarewrginal w strugurenand, havp r i m
developed under natural conditions. These values have attracteidongcientific study of the

sites and their comek ecological systems, and will be important to the understanding of the
effects of gbbal climate change in temperate regiofiie ten separate parcels are core areas of
larger existing protected areas in a single biogeographic region, with similar overall climatic
conditions, across the border of two countries, on various soils, slagescts, elevations and
temperature gradients. Individually, each parcel has great value; together, they best represent
primeval beech forests across a variety of environmental conditibiscussions are ongoing
concerning possible future extensionsthe series with additions of other locations in Central
Europe.

These forests have the visual appeal commonly associatedl with i me vwgewtlo forests that
some believe inspired European Gothic architecture. However, they were seletteddoaliy

of how they represerhe recolonization and development of the temperate broadleaf ecosystems
after the last ice age, a process which is still ongoing.
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Paul Maycock from Ontario has compared the composition and strwétsoene of these forests
with other mesic deciduous types from around the wo@tb-growth forests in southern Ontario
were found to be generally richer in species of trees and other vascular plamesgeneral
explanation for lowespeciesiichness in Europe is that the easst mountain rangesreated a
barrier causingnore extinctions during the ice agdelaple is a major componeirt Ontario, but
relatively minor in Europe. Beech dominance tends to restrict the ground flima many
similarities in genera are evidemt both continents Average canopy heights wefeund to be
lower in Ontario at 35 metres compared withmetres irthe Slovak and Ukrainia€arpathias.

| have visited and hikethe largest of the parceisthe Uholka area in Ukraine with a core area of
11,80 ha andadditional bufferzones 0f3,500 ha. It was quite an experien@dthough the core
area hasmuch deadwood(10-20 times more than in wood production forestd)e general
impression ighatof a lot of healthyargetrees. Sample plots indicéateat an average hectdrere
contains 21 trees with diameters greater than 80 centimatr@$eights of 45 metr@s moreare
reached

Historically, until the first world war this are@as reservetty AustrecHungarian landowners only

for hunting Sine then, inaccessibility, lack of nearby settlements and increasing recognition of
the uniquenes®f this publiclyowned aredave limited the expoitation of its resourceBhis is
notan urban forestHowever, it is ubanacademicsscientists andccasonal touristghatvisit the
areaand spread knowledge about i€loseto-nature silviculture is allowed in the buffer areas for
the subsistence of the local rural populatioManagement challenges with respect to illegal
cutting are likely to continuehut so far do not appear to be overwhelming. It is hoped that
international recognition will increase appreciation and support by local populations.

Finally, the trailing blackberres that grow in tlose forestgnot restricted to old growthgre the
mostdelicious | have ever tasted
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