
TREE WHISPERS FROM THE OUFC URBAN FOREST 

 

MEMBERS ACTION REQUESTED at the June 17, 2008 Board meeting: Brenlee, Toni and 

anyone else to come up with ideas to increase participation by members. TREE WHISPERS FROM 

THE OUFC URBAN FOREST is such a suggestion to inform members using our OUFC website. 

Send us your tree whispers, wagmor@look.ca.  

 

 

1. THE URBAN FOREST – AN EVOLVING ECOSYSTEM An announcement will soon appear 

on the OUFC website about the OUFC Fall 2008 Workshop and Annual General Meeting: 

October 16 at the Toronto Botanical Gardens.  
 

2. USE OF HERITAGE TREE TOOLKIT NOMINATION AND EVALUATION FORMS  

  

The Ontario Heritage tree Alliance Heritage Toolkit (OHTA), was coordinated by OUFC Member 

of       the Board Fran Moscall and published by OUFC, 2006. 

 

Motion at the June 17, 2008 Board meeting – “That the nomination and evaluation forms can be 

used by any group wanting to use them and that it is requested that OUFC be acknowledged on 

the nomination forms and that the evaluation forms must be used in conjunction with the 

Toolkit”. Use of OUFC logo – is not as necessary as recognition for OUFC when the nomination 

comes from the community group advocating for the heritage trees. 

 

Some groups have had trouble using the forms, but these forms must be used in conjunction with 

the Toolkit to make sense. Really the Toolkit augmented by Workshops should be the primary 

resources for groups to nominate and later evaluate the heritage and Community Tree Treasure 

Tree. OUFC volunteers are hard pressed to help in each case. Nominators should get in touch with 

the local Municipal Heritage Committee for area history prior to submission. Nomination and 

evaluation forms updated for 2008 are available from OUFC (Wagmor@look.ca ) 

 

3. PRESENTATION REQUEST ON HERITAGE TREES  
From: "ROWSELL Jim -HYDRO” To: "Toni Ellis" Tellis@golden.net    

 

“We are interested in learning more about heritage tree criteria, etc., in part out of general interest 

and in part with regard to how they can be used on properties where we have hydroelectric 

facilities (scattered around the province - only a couple of which are near urban areas). We are 

having a quarterly meeting in Toronto, including our regional environmental advisors on June 23 

and 24.If you can provide a speaker for one of those days and join us for lunch that would be good. 

 

Barbara Heidenreich wrote to: Toni, Bill 

The meeting is in Toronto June 23 at Hydro HQ on university Ave. It will be about ½ hour plus 

lunch. I discussed the presentation with Jim…they have property that they are seeking guidance for 

stewarding properly. In the past they have hired biologists to review the biodiversity on site and 

they have a strategy for maintaining biodiversity. They were intrigued with the “heritage tree” 

concept for individual and groups of trees. From my discussions with Jim, it sounded as if they 

would like - A better feel of how heritage trees and groves are defined - How this initiative would 

fit in to their overall biodiversity strategy ( seed banking?)- The stewardship and species at risk 

initiatives fostered by MNR and federal programs. I think it would also be useful to tune them in to 

the threat of invasive species etc. I will need copies of the Toolkit and OUFC brochures. 
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4. NEW ñTREES AND LEAVESò PUBLICATION 
 

Benlee Robinson, a board member of OUFC has been working hard on editing the new version of 

ñLeavesò with the assistance of many like Bohdan Kowalyk, Marc Willoughby and Jack Radecki. 

Yes, we are very close to completing the new version entitled „Trees and Leaves”, writes Brenlee. 

“Given that we are providing all this wonderful information on trees, I feel it would be remiss to 

not mention SOMETHING about the greatest threat to our urban trees – drought”. This has been 

the story with the new edition, with all kinds of new and rewritten pieces slowing down the final 

product; this new OUFC publication should be in print soon. Our OUFC-thanks to all the tree-leaf 

contributors and Editor Brenlee. 

 

5. OUFC WINTER WORKSHOP concerning community urban forestry. 
 

Motion at the June 17, 2008 Board meeting to engage those already working in the area of the 

urban forest (groups like Trees Davenport, LEAF and others) to hold a OUFC WINTER 

WORKSHOP concerning community urban forestry: Topics to include, funding; publicity 

challenges; how to run tree tender courses, Tree By-laws and other exiting community issues.  

F.M.I. contact Toni Ellis, President OUFC, tellis@golden.net    
 

6. TORONTO TREE CALENDAR 
 

The Toronto Parks and Trees Foundation is considering producing a calendar of trees that are "as 

old as Toronto". Toronto was incorporated as a City 174 years ago - so we would look at trees that 

are currently 174 years old or older - so releasing the calendar in Sept 2009 (even though it will 

be a 2010 calendar) could be part of that celebration - underscoring the generations-long legacy 

and benefits of urban trees and the urban forest! The Toronto Parks and Trees Foundation is a 

charitable, non-profit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing Toronto's park system, 

trees and related community activities. From: Arthur Beauregard [mailto:abeaureg@toronto.ca]  

 

Andrew Pickett and Jack Radecki both sit on a committee dealing with a potential Heritage Tree 

By-law in Toronto.  A number of trees have been listed as potential candidates for designation 

consideration by City Council, at the same time of by-law consideration.   

 

A potential list by Andrew Pickett mentions 11 trees.. City-owned trees: 6. The Alexander Muir 

silver maple on Laing would also qualify based on age. Private Trees: 4  

Assuming we can find a 175 year old Oak in High Park, and perhaps a 175 year old tree in the 

Rouge, we would have 13 trees altogether, enough for a 12 month calendar. There is also an old 

ash in the Don Valley that might well qualify.  We would like to have more species diversity, - so 

any other ideas are welcome. 

 

Jack adds: “You can add the Bur Oak at Prospect cemetery which is older than the one on Fleming 

Drive. The native Sycamores along Etobicoke Creek may qualify as there are some real oldies 

there. The Elm on Humewood in my opinion is under 100 years old - elms are very fast growing. 

We need to add one or two Sugar Maples to the list. There should also be a large remnant White 

Ash in Toronto neighbourhoods. I saw some in the past in the Dufferin and Bloor area. There have 

to be some remnant woodlots that we can check further - e.g. Winfield Park (Banbury Community 

Centre). 
 

7. HEADS UP-by David Pearl, OUFC member of Board; [mailto:dpearl@rogers.com]   

CREEMORE TREE COMMITTEE AWARENESS EVENT - Sept. 06/08 
Great work Dave go for it; from Jack Radecki, but also the rest of the OUFC Board. 
Excerpt of Letter to Dave: 
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Hi David: On behalf of the Creemore Tree Committee (CTC) I thank you for responding to our e-

mail message of June 18/08 where we invited interested parties to play a role in helping our 

committee host a public awareness day.  As mentioned in our phone conversation earlier this 

evening the date for this event has been set for Sat. Sept. 06/08 at the Station on the Green in 

Creemore. After speaking with you I feel better informed about the OUFC.  Many thanks for your 

invitation to CTC members to meet with you to take a tour around Alliston to learn what your 

group has accomplished to date.  

  

One of the topics on the agenda for discussion at our next monthly meeting scheduled for Tuesday 

July 08/08 is the need to maintain, preserve and protect our existing trees, especially our old trees.  

We have recently heard from a couple of residents who knew of 2 old catalpas and 2 old Ginkgos 

they felt our committee should be aware of.  Also there is a stand of oak in one of our parks that I 

would like to see thinned out, properly pruned (only remove deadwood from Oaks) and 

maintained. (We don't have many oaks in the village. I am currently working on an editorial for the 

July 11/08 edition of the Creemore Echo asking readers to contact us with info on the location and 

history of old trees in and around the village. 

 

The Creemore Tree Committee (CTC), formed in 1990, is a small not-for-profit community based 

organization made up of residents concerned for the demise of many of our street trees.  The 

group focuses its efforts on awareness and fundraising to plant 2 to 3 inch caliper trees on public 

lands in areas of the village where trees were lost and in areas where there were no trees.  On 

boulevards where overhead lines and underground utility services exist, we will plant on private 

property after meeting with consulting arborists, the homeowner and the municipal Public Works 

Dept.  

 

If you or any of your fellow members with the OUFC are in the Creemore area on the mornings of 

July 26, Aug. 02 or Aug. 09, please drop in to the Creemore Farmers Market at the Station on the 

Green and say hello...CTC members will be there operating the coffee booth on those dates. (This 

is one of our numerous annual fundraising and awareness events). If you like we could all meet for 

lunch and then go on a little tour of the village to show you what the CTC has accomplished to-

date.  Hopefully we will have located a few trees by then that can be considered Heritage Trees.  

Regards, Diane McKay, Chair ï CTC, Creemore Tree Committee, P.O. Box 2073, 

Creemore ON   L0M 1G0; diane.greenup@sympatico.ca 

 

8. Heritage Trees of Alberta, now available from:Herage Tree Foundation of Canada 

Heritage Tree Foundation of Canada, Box 334 Turner Valley, AB. T0L 2AO. (403) 933-3099 

Journey through the past – experience the impact these special trees have had on the people, 

communities, and land throughout Alberta; 300 Tree Locations on Maps. Trees are living links to 

our history: www.heritagetreefoundation.com      
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