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1a. Welcome Andrea Dawber,” Trees Davenport-Green here” 

      Andrea joins the OUFC Board of Directors 

 

1b. Welcome Steve Smith (www.ufora.ca) Urban Forest Associates Inc. 

   Steve joins us as our second OUFC-member – auditor, a non-Board member, in addition        

to our perennial Auditor Peter Wynnyczuk, Richmond Hill-Parks Department, Ontario. 

  

2. DENDRO DEVOTION 
By Marc Willoughby, M.L.Arch., O.A.L.A.   

Match the tree publication with its author(s): 

  

1) Trees of the Carolinian Forest                   a) David Suzuki and Wayne Grady 

2) An Eclectic Guide to Trees                        b) Stewart Hilts and Peter Marshall 

3) A New Tree Biology                                  c) Michael Dirr 

4) Manual of Woody Plants                           d) Gerry Waldron 

5) Trees in Canada                                          e) R.C.Hosie 

6) The Dying of the Trees                               f) Glen Blouin 

7) The Woodlot Management Handbook      g) Alex Shigo 

8) Native Trees of Canada                              h) Linda Kershaw    

9) Tree....A Life Story                                     i) Charles E. Little 

10) Trees of Ontario                                        j) John Laird Farrar      

  

Answers: 1)d 2)f  3)g  4)c 5)j 6)i  7)b 8)e 9)a 10)h -"In Wildness is the Preservation of the Earth" 

Henry D.Thoreau 

 
3. What is OUFC planning? 

-OUFC WINTER WORKSHOP concerning community urban forestry-February- 
Motion at the June 17, 2008 Board meeting to engage those already working in the area of 

the urban forest (groups like Trees Davenport, LEAF and others) to hold an OUFC WINTER 

WORKSHOP concerning community urban forestry: Topics to include, heritage, inventory, 

funding, and Stewardships. OUFC planning group: Toni Ellis, Brenlee Robinson, Adrina 

Ambrosii and David Pearl. F.M.I. contact Toni Ellis, President OUFC, tellis@golden.net  

 

4. Why do people want to be member and support the work of the Ontario Urban Forest 

Council? By Willem Morsink 

 

Hello Brenlee
1
; you posed this question at our recent Board meeting. I can only answer this question 

for myself, but it may help others to understand why they have been supporting OUFC. 

 

                                                 
1
 Brenlee Robinson is our OUFC Vice-President 



I have a self-interest having OUFC focus on improving the quality of Ontario’s in-between areas to create 

and maintain environments fit to live in. The in-betweens are the physical environments which lie outside the 

Municipal and Institutional-, Conservation Authorities and other Provincial and National jurisdictions such 

as Provincial and National Parks. I try to combine with others in solving some environmental problems. It is 

like modern Barn Raising, because I can’t do it by myself. 

 

I like OUFC promoting community understanding about NEIGHBOURHOOD TREE ENVIRONMENTS to 

those not necessarily making a living from urban and traditional forestry. 

My concerns have been the under-attention to these in-between environments. Luckily many “Leaf” and 

“Trees Davenport-Greenhere” citizen type organizations have sprung up since 1990 trying to fill some of 

these in-betweens.  

 

Maybe communities like our heritage tree program development. See item 6, further down. 

 

Also, up to recent times municipally owned right-of-ways (Row’s) had often been ignored as important 

environments, which we experience on our way to work, school and weekend strolls. In North York 

Township of early days, trees were sometimes planted just onto private property along the Row’s., when 

requested by citizens. In this way the former Township avoided the cost of tree maintenance. How things 

have changed for the better with urban forest management programs evolving in communities, and promoted 

by OUFC. 

 

As members of OUFC  we are trying to fill as best as we can the continuing communication vacuum that 

exists between senior governments and municipal forestry departments, conservation authorities, and private 

urban forest management companies, regarding research needs and results for urban forest management, and 

recently climate change impact management for urban forests. Filling this communication vacuum is central 

to understanding another reason for “OUFC’s-Being” going back to our beginnings in 1963! Our conference 

in 2007 attempted to inform citizen groups and urban forest practitioners of the new threat of climate change 

impacts on the urban forests. < www.planthardiness.gc.ca>  

 

Now being a senior, my home environment has become even more important as an environment fit to live in, 

as my distant travels are becoming more limited. During my working years I spend my life in the home 

environment, the neighbourhood and the municipality, while on the weekends I experienced our regional 

environment. During my annual three week vacation periods I would take my family to experience National 

Parks from Tofino, BC to Gross Morne Park, Nfdl, and we visited National Parks through the Appalachians 

to the Smoky Mountains, the Florida Everglades, and the red woods in California. We enjoy camping on the 

shores of Lake Huron and Superior. The fact remains I don’t live in a National Park, or along the shore of a 

Wilderness River, no matter how impressed I am about these environments. I spend most of my life in urban 

environments out of necessity. Again, I have a self interest and try to combine with others in solving some 

environmental problems. It is like modern Barn Raising, because I can’t do it by myself. 

 

Remember, OUFC is an issue-oriented organization “In-between” various professional organizations that 

several of our members belong to. Membership in OUFC, allows me to participate as a senior citizen in 

nurturing and protecting our environment without all kinds of professional membership requirements, as long 

as I further the objectives of OUFC. These are: 

 

1. To conserve the treed environment in and around urban areas. 

2. To promote the improvement of environmental management by providing support to groups and 

individuals seeking guidance on urban forestry. 

3. To provide opportunities for the public to learn about and appreciate urban forests. 

 

Can you add to these reasons? Let me know <wagmor@look.ca> but please don’t send me 2 

megabyte +   contributions. Urban forest friendly, Bill Morsink 

 

mailto:wagmor@look.ca


5. Marc Willoughby volunteers for an In-between area Project to increase urban 

forest cover and storm water infiltration: GOOD CLEAN FUN AT SAN 

LORENZO! 
 “Greening Toronto's Gardens-Phase Two Culture, Community and Ecological Gardening" 
By Marc Willoughby, Landscape Architect, 2008/9/22 

  

For the past two years I've been having fun volunteering on site at the San Lorenzo Latin American 

Community Centre located at 22 Wenderley Drive just south of Dufferin Street and Lawrence Avenue. The 

San Lorenzo site is comprised of an Anglican Church serving the Latino Community, a remnant brick house 

used as offices and home of the popular mainly Spanish radio station Voces Latinas CHHA 1610 AM and 

increasingly lush landscaped grounds. 

  

Volunteering should of course be fun but this year it was even better as we received some funding in 

conjunction with TGC through the City of Toronto and Toronto and Region Conservation Authority's 

Community Program for Storm water Management as part of the City's Wet Weather Flow Management 

Master Plan(WWFMP).  This was key in allowing us to advance our site naturalization, vegetable gardening 

and education efforts. The goal of the WWFMP is to reduce and ultimately eliminate the adverse effects of 

wet weather flow runoff that is generated when it rains or snows. The plan should help make our streams, 

rivers and waterfront less polluted and healthier places.  

  

My chief role was the preparation of the restoration planting design, plant selection and delivery 

from selected nurseries. Following that I jumped at the chance to balance my busy Landscape Architecture 

career with some good old-fashioned outdoor garden labour. Coordination of volunteers, outreach and 

translation services were ably provided by Julieta Duque, a Guatemalan expatriate. A small core 

of volunteers amongst others from the San Lorenzo and TGC community have attended once or more weekly 

over the summer. Julieta prepared work record forms which were updated by volunteers and verified at the 

end of each work party shift. 

  

Prior to initial project mobilization the site required a fair bit of preparation. Planting beds were delineated, 

edged and stripped of all offending turf by hand and existing "soil" was amended with compost and fine 

graded.  The flagship Dufferin Street naturalization area was planted with locally sourced, indigenous plants 

in beds continuously mulched with wood chips to a depth of 75mm (3"). 

  

This project strongly emphasizes protecting and planting indigenous plant species for the following reasons: 

1)  They are an important part of our natural heritage 

2)  They are more resistant to local pests and diseases 

3)  They are better adapted to local climate and soil conditions 

4)  They provide ample food sources for native wildlife an insect species. 

  

General site maintenance tasks were performed on a weekly basis including; weeding of the entire site 

including last years Butterfly Garden installation, pruning and watering of plantings as required, debris 

removal and topping up of paths and beds with mulch. Cutting of the diminishing area of turf using a push 

mower was performed only once a height of 75mm (3") had been attained and all clippings were left to 

improve the soil.  

  

Specific project related tasks completed included the following: 

  

-translation of TGC “Train the Trainer" manual's water friendly garden workshop into Spanish 

-supply and installation of bicycle rack, rain barrels and compost bins 

-airing of one water specific workshop (in Spanish) on Radio Voces Latinas program "Voces de la 

Tiera"(Voices of the Earth) 

-arboricultural works including pruning of deadwood from existing trees and cutting of a dead Norway 

Spruce to a safe "snag ' height 

-planting of Naturalization and Vegetable gardens 

-transplanting of salvaged perennials from off site 

-installation of wood chip paths along pedestrian desire line routes 



-protection of sensitive garden areas with informal post and rope fencing 

-design of interpretive signage 

-provision of harvested vegetables to the Latino community 

-saving of seeds 

-and last but not least organizing and hosting a volunteer appreciation party with Latin music and cuisine 

  

In short, while enjoying implementing the project objectives and engaging many recent immigrants from 

Latin America we have increased urban forest cover and storm water infiltration, improved biodiversity 

values, decreased turf maintenance requirements, increased wildlife habitat and improved local scenic 

quality. 2008/9/22 Marc W. <mwill@sympatico.ca> 

 

 

 6. The Nicholas Family‟s Red Oak (Synonym „Father‟s Old Oak Tree) by Edith 

George and Bill Morsink 
 

 My name is Edith George and my family and I have lived in the Sheppard Avenue West and Weston Road 

area for over forty (40) years.  We live on the same land that the tree lives on and it’s various owners’ also 

owned our property until approximately 1959.  My passions are the past history of Toronto and conservation.  

This project was a researcher’s dream and it combined these two passions.  Dreams come true. 

 
The Nicholas family’s Red Oak (Quercus rubra) composite of Arlene Doane’s 
original photos.  

 
 
The tree has a circumference of 500 cm (16 feet and three inches) or 159 cm. D B H  

(6.5 feet in diameter).  Estimated height is 24 m and it’s crown spread is also 24 m. 

It’s age is estimated by OUFC to be 250 years (possibly 300 years).  It is a pre-settlement tree from before 

(1783), located on the formerly highly significant “Carrying Place Trail” corridor, along the Humber River, 

Toronto. 

 

On November 10, 2008, one day before Remembrance Day,  

mailto:mwill@sympatico.ca


Arlene Doane (nee Nicholas), the owner of the property and the oak, Edith George, a member of the Weston 

Historical Society, Fran Moscall, Jack Radecki and Bill Morsink of the OUFC/OHTA, Christie George, a 

World War II veteran and also a  

Coral Gable Drive neighbour and later Councilor Rob Ford stood in front of this tree to give a toast in 

memory of career soldier Michael William Nicholas (1912-1992) 

 

Edith George’s tribute toast was for Mr. Michael William Nicholas.  He served in the Royal Canadian Air 

Force from 1940 to 1963.  During his career, he was stationed in  

Japan for the Korean airlift, the Middle East with the UN Peace Keeping Forces and in Naples, Italy. 

 

Mr. Nicholas, was a visionary.  In the 1960’s, when the words, environment, preservation and conservation 

were not in many people’s vocabulary, these words were in his.  This tree is in the line-up of trees to be 

brought forward by Jack Radecki and Fran Moscall of the OUFC/OHTA for heritage status consideration for 

heritage status consideration at Toronto City Hall .  This is in order to create a heritage tree bylaw and a 

heritage tree registry for this city. 

 

This red oak features two, 1-foot burls at the base of the tree and some fence company employees noted that 

this tree “has balls”. 

 

In May, 1992 in Edmonton, Alberta, the following poem, written by Arlene Doane, was  

distributed at his memorial service. 

 

Father‟s Old Oak Tree 

 

Dad, we can’t believe that your funeral has come and gone - 

Did we do it right, did we do it wrong? 

All the love and care shared through our lifetimes. 

How could we tell everyone how great you really were - 

Steadfast, kind and good - even funny too! 

We stand in awe of your mighty oak tree - 

And realize it’s a symbol for the entire world to see. 

Like your children and grandchildren - you molded straight and strong - 

The old oak tree bows with thanks and praise, for helping it along. 

For over 30 years it’s towered over the neighbourhood - 

This tree will stand for years to come, a measure of the man. 

God bless and keep you father. 

 

We also toasted this more that 250 year old oak sentry, the “Nicholas Family’s Red Oak’, a tree that gives us 

hope for a planet in peril and then.....the tree responded and whispered: 

 

“Look at me:  I have no voice to present the issue of heritage trees to Council.  We, heritage oaks, along the 

“Carrying Place Trail” saw the first Nations of North America use the trail as part of the trade route that 

connected northern and western Canada with the Gulf of Mexico.  With the coming of Europeans to North 

America, explorers, missionaries and mapmakers used and recorded this Aboriginal “highway”. We, oaks, 

lived and survived droughts, fires, land clearing and urbanization and now we stand to face the threat of 

global warming that transcends all political boundaries on mother earth.  You, conservationists, be our voice 

in your presentations to governments; fight for us, protect us and we will give you shade from the sun, 

provide food and shelter for wildlife and much more ... and thank you for all your work and efforts.” 

 

Information and Facts About the Nicholas Family‟s Red Oak 

 

Arlene Doane ((nee) Nicholas), owner of the property and the oak at Coral Gable Drive, gave her support for 

heritage nomination to the Weston Historical Society (WHS), by letter dated August 23, 2006. 

 

 

 



 

Edith George, who is a researcher with the Weston Historical Society (WHS), searched for people and other 

significant information, which was compiled in a document  

“Designation of the Red Oak Tree, Coral Gable Drive, Weston, Ontario”, copyright by WHS, 2007. It 

contains various family histories of all the famous people who owned the property and the oak.  WHS 

granted permission to OUFC to use the information contained in this document. 

 

This tree was nominated and signed on September 6, 2006 by Mary Louise Ashbourne - President of the 

Weston Historical Society (WHS), 1901 Weston Road, Unit F, Weston, Ontario, M9N 3P1.  HYPERLINK:  

westonhistoricalsociety@rogers.com. 

 

Eleven (11) letters in support of the nomination have been received by (WHS), to date. 

A letter from the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA),dated  

March 26, 2007, confirms the oak tree is located in the immediate vicinity of the  

Toronto Carrying Place Trail.  The TRCA, also, supplied a map, “A Guide to the Humber River”, showing 

that the Humber River was designated a “Canadian Heritage River System”, in the year of 1999. 

 

1.  The Coral Gable Drive oak has significant Canadian association through the Carrying Place Trail.  This 

significance has been used to declare the Humber River as a “Canadian Heritage River System”.  Rivers 

are part of our lives.  The Coral Gable oak is located in the Humber River watershed. 

 

2.  The Coral Gable oak has significant Provincial association through the efforts of the 

      late Mr. Nicholas who prevented the tree from being destroyed in 1961,     

       continued to nurture and protect it, an activity continued by his daughter,  

       Arlene Doane (nee Nicholas) who is the present owner.  The last name Doane has    

       a connection with the British Empire Loyalist Ebenezer Doan Junior, and the 

       master builder of the Sharon Temple, a wooden church at Sharon, Ontario.  

       This is a National Historic Site. 

 

3.   Various letters indicate the association of important persons as owners             

       of the property before (1961).  Amazingly, several of these significant person  

       received Order(s) of Canada for their contributions to their country. 

 

This oak was evaluated by experts of OUFC, scored as a five star-scale heritage tree, using OUFC’s 

Evaluation Tool Kit, “Securing the Future of Heritage Trees:  A Protection Toolkit for Communities, OUFC, 

2006.”  Trees are first percentage-scored in all ten sub-factors as indicated on the Scoring Charts, to obtain 

an overview of it’s potential heritage or community “Star Value” for the (five) factor-classes:  Rarity, 

Prominence, Appearance, Social and Integrity. 

 

     _______ 
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